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Honda Fights for Medical Reimbursements for Veterans 

Legislative Remedy Would Close Loophole in Current Law 
 
Washington, DC – U.S. Rep. Mike Honda (D-San José) last week introduced a bill that 
would close an unintended “loophole” in the law that currently provides health care 
coverage to our nation’s veterans, ensuring that veterans who receive emergency medical 
care from non-Veterans Administration facilities get fairly reimbursed. 
 
“The men and women who served their country in the armed forces should not have to 
foot the bill for their emergency care and stabilization costs, but this can often be the case 
due to a glitch in current law,” Congressman Honda said. “This bill will rectify that 
oversight, and ensure that veterans receive proper reimbursements for any emergency 
room visits.” 
 
The issue stems from the Veterans Administration’s (VA) interpretation of the Veterans 
Millenium Health Care and Benefits Act. Under their interpretation of the existing 
statute, uninsured veterans who receive emergency medical care from non-VA hospitals 
only get reimbursed for the costs of care up to the point of patient stabilization. At this 
point, the treating hospital would transfer the patient to a VA hospital, where care would 
resume. 
 
If the VA hospital has no available beds, however, it can deny treatment to the patient. 
The veteran would thereafter be responsible for the cost of care at the non-VA facility. 
 
The Honda bill clarifies the language in the Veterans Millenium Health Care and Benefits 
Act so that no veteran would be responsible for the costs of medical care in such 
instances. Honda’s bill clearly states that the VA must cover an uninsured veteran’s 
emergency health care costs – both before and after stabilization – if no VA hospital is 
available at a geographically accessible VA facility. 
 
“Congress has always intended for the VA to reimburse veterans for emergency health 
care in this situation, but the VA has misinterpreted the legislation and exposed many 
veterans to nightmare scenarios and potential financial disaster,” Honda said. “The 
important clarification made in this bill will save many veterans a great deal of money 
and emotional distress by closing the unintended loophole that has caused so much 
trouble for our veterans.” 
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